
Name of Country and Jurisdiction:  

Sri Lanka

What forms of legally recognized relationships are available?

LEGAL RECOGNITION 
FOR OPPOSITE-SEX 
COUPLE

GEOGRAPHY LAW AVAILABLE TO 
SAME-SEX COUPLE?

Marriage, registered Sri Lanka Marriage Registration 
Ordinance

Muslim Marriage and 
Divorce Act

Kandyan Marriage  
and Divorce Act 

Jaffna Matrimonial  
Rights and Inheritance 
Ordinance

No

n Sources:

• Marriage Registration Ordinance, No. 19 of 1907, available at http://www.commonlii.org/lk/legis/consol_act/m131146.pdf.

• Muslim Marriage and Divorce Act, No. 13 of 1951, available at http://www.commonlii.org/lk/legis/consol_act/mad134294.pdf.

• Kandyan Marriage and Divorce Act, No. 19 of 1995, available at 
http://www.hrcsl.lk/PFF/LIbrary_Domestic_Laws/Legislation_related_to_children/1952%20No%2044%20Kandyan%20
marriages%20and%20divorce%20act.pdf.

• Jaffna Matrimonial Rights and Inheritance Ordinance, No. 1 of 1911, available at 
http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/research/srilanka/statutes/Matrimonial_Rights_and_Inheritance_Ordinance_(Jaffna).pdf.
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